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dared not venture into her territory; the passes of
Savoy were closed ag-ainst him; he stole from friendly
Pavia to friendly Cremona. He arrived safe at the foot
of the pass of Trent, but the descent into the Tyrol was
guarded by Otho's partisans. He turned obliquely, by
difficult, almost untrodden passes, and dropped down
upon Coire. Throughout his wanderings the Arch-
bishop of Bari was his faithful companion. Arnold,
Bishop of Coire, in defiance of the hostile power of
Como, which belonged to the league of Milan, wel-
oomed him with loyal hospitality. The warlike Abbot
of St. Gall had sworn, on private grounds, deep hatred
to Otho: he received Frederick with open arms. At
St. Gall he heard that Otho was hastening with his
troops to occupy Constance. At the head of
the knights, the liegemen of the Abbot of St. U8US'
Gall, Frederick made a rapid descent, and reached
Constance three hours before the forces of Otho. The
wavering Bishop, Conrad of Tegernfeld, declared against
the excommunicated Otho; Constance closed its gates
against him. That rapid movement won Frederick the
Empire. At Basle he was welcomed by the Bishop of
Strasburg at the head of 1500 knights. All along the
Rhine Germany declared for him; he had but to wait
the dissolution of Otho's power; it crumbled away of
itself. The primate Siegfried of Mentz, secured Mentz
and Frankfort; even Leopold the deposed Bishop of
Worms, the rival Archbishop of Mentz, the turbulent
and faithful partisan of the house of Hohenstaufen, was
permitted to resume his See of Worms.0 Frederick

curious account of the Lombard poli-
tics on this occasion in the Chronicon
Plttoentinum,  p. 37.    Piaccaza ever
tided with Milan.
VOL. V.

0 Leopold had been absolved before
Philip's death, Nov. 1207. Epist.
Innocent., i. 731.